




TABLE OF
CONTENTS

Corporate Profile 
Board  Members

Chairman’s Message
Executive Summary

GENERAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
Farmer Training

On-Farm Water Management
Crop Care

Marketing Extension
Land Husbandry

Social Services/ Home Economics
National Youth in Agriculture/

Schools Agriculture Programme
Agricultural Shows and Exhibitions

Domestic Food Crop Production 
Inter-Agency Collaboration

PROJECTS 
Backyard Poultry Production

Area Development Project
Domestic Food Crop Production and Marketing Project

Fruit Tree Crop Project
Jamaica Bauxite Institute (JBI) Funded Projects

Agri-Business Information System (ABIS
Social & Economic Support/

Production Incentive Programme

Staff Training

4
5
6

9-10
11
12-13
14
15
16-17

18
19
20
21

22-25

26



4



5



6







Farmer Training

The period under review proved to be very
challenging as a result of several divisional
constraints which were crucial to farmer
training and technology transfer. Most

noticeable these was the retirement of several key
specialists upon whom the division rely to a
substantial degree for the planning and delivery of its
farmer training programmes. Budgetary insufficiency
was also another major deterrent to the
operationalization of the plan of work proposed by the
division. Notwithstanding these challenges there were
significant accomplishments in Plant Health/Food
Safety and general dissemination of technical
information by way of onfarm demonstrations,
participatory workshops and seminar and group farm
tours which exposed farmers to new technology and
production methods. Arising from these interventions
twenty one thousand nine hundred thirty four farmers
(21934)   were trained in the following areas during
the staging of nine hundred eighty six training sessions

conducted islandwide mostly by the Authority’s
technical officers. 

The following areas were covered:
• On-farm water management
• Integrated pest management
• Cop Production Techniques
• Fertilizer Application and crop nutrition
• Protective agriculture
• Orchard management
• Post harvest management
• Marketing
• Organic farming
• Apiculture
• Management of small livestock
• Land husbandry and watershed management
• Group Dynamics
• Records Management
• Farm planning and management
• Cost of production
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In addition to these numbers countless
other farmers, prospective farmers and
students engaged in agricultural
disciplines were also reached albeit in an
indirect way through technical
publications, the staging of agricultural
and educational shows and exhibitions
and mass media releases.  RADA
throughout the period under review
managed to carry out the various farmer
training activities through collaboration
with various local and international
agencies. These collaborations served the
Authority tremendously, especially in
areas in which it had resource shortfalls.
These agencies included USAID, USDA
APHIS, and COLEACP, CARDI, IICA,
UWI, NEPA, MEFL, JEA, Greenhouse
Growers Association, input suppliers and
other farmers groups.

Activity Achievements
No. of farmer training sessions                    986
No. of farmers trained 21,934
Demonstration plots 39
Technical publications 119
Agricultural shows and exhibitions 16

Summary of Achievements



During the year under review the unit made
a concerted effort to ensure the effective
use of available water in both rain fed and
irrigated agricultural areas.  Technical

advice, guidance and financial support formed part of
the main activities undertaken as officers focused on
fulfilling the mandate of improving the water

management practices of farmers. The interventions
and activities of the unit were implemented through
farm visits, training days, the development of water
users groups, the design and development of irrigation
proposals, investigating water sources and installing
systems on demonstration plots and farmers holdings.
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On-Farm Water
Management

Activity Target Achievements
Water Source Investigations 32 249
Systems Designed 144 329
Systems Installed 50 55 
Demonstration Plots 4 3
Farmer Training Sessions 12 60
Number of Farmers 1,200 1,322

Shows/Exhibitions 4 3

The unit in collaboration with the Food And
Agriculture Organization and  The ASSP
implemented irrigation projects on there
behalf   in Clarendon, St. Catherine,
Portland, St. Ann.   New irrigation systems
were installed in these areas  and 70 farmers
benefited. 

The unit earned $224144 as a result of
training exercises and installations conducted
on behalf of other agencies and the sale of
Training Manuals.

Summary of Achievements



Crop Care
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This programme functions in a substantial
way to achieve the following:

• Increase in crop production and productivity
through improved pest management practices

• Compliance with trading requirements through
improved phyto-sanitary and food safety
standards.

• Awareness and compliance with approved
practices for pests and pesticides management 

• Enhanced pest and pesticides management
capability through coordinated action at various
levels.

Most interventions were accordingly directed at:
• Containment/suppression of notable pests and

diseases affecting plant health
• Food Safety
• Pesticides management and safety standards
• The application of environmentally friendly

practices
• Pest detection surveys
• Farmer and staff training

The year under review was challenging for the Crop
Care unit .Beside routine surveillance for pest
incidence, farmers advisory and pest management
services, the staff had to be engaged in unscheduled
activities such as the emergency response to the
discovery in Jamaica of the Lime Swallow Tail
Butterfly, a potentially serious pest of citrus. Despite
this and various other challenges the unit can report
encouraging results from all its interventions
particularly in areas relating to plant health, food safety,
pest and pesticide management and information
dissemination.

Pest Surveillance
10,522 routine pest surveillance visits were made
across the island. The pest main focus was on pests of
quarantine and  economic importance such as the
Mediterranean fruit fly, the pink hibiscus mealy bug,
giant African snail, papaya mealy bug, papaya ringspot
virus, moko disease, hot pepper gall midge and the
ensign scale.

A new survey was conducted to determine the
occurrence of sweet potato viruses in the major sweet
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potato growing areas and other ecological areas of
the island. The parishes involved were
Westmoreland, St. Elizabeth, Manchester,
Clarendon, St. Catherine, Portland, St. Mary and
St.Ann. This survey was conducted in collaboration
with Ministry of Agriculture, CARDI, Christiana
Potato Growers Cooperative Association and IICA.
The results of the survey revealed the presence of the
sweet potato mottle, the cucumber mosaic, a
colimovirus and the potato chlorotic virus (Portland
only). Followup efforts will seek to produce virus
free  planting materials through  tissue culture
technology

Pesticides Monitoring
28,890 farm visits were made  to monitor the use

of pesticides by farmers,and to offer guidance where
inappropriate practices were observed. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
RADA successfully coordinated, planned and hosted
the RADA/IPM CRSP Global Interactive
Cartography Pest Surveillance Project (IPM CRSP)
information technology workshop. The workshop
involved participants from North Carolina and
Pennsylvania State Universities, CARDI, MOAL,
UWI, NEPA, Natural History  Museum, USDA-
APHIS, USAID, JEA, and the Ministry of  Health.
RADA was chosen as the lead agency for this
USAID/IPM CRSP funded project on the use of

information technology for pest surveillance. The
project is a Caribbean regional exercise under the
PROCICARIBE Caribbean IPM Network.
It will involve establishment of an island-wide pest
surveillance programme initially for fruit flies of the
Anastrepha genus. Data on pest infestation and
associated ecological and farmer practice
information will be uploaded via the world-wide
web to a database to be developed by Penn State
University. This will display data spatially on maps.
It will be able to address invasive alien species in
general as well, thereby providing a potentially
highly useful tool for regional species detection and
bio-containment. The system will be subsequently
shared with other Caribbean states through the
regional project. 
. 

Activity Achievements
Field Visit 12,113
Pesticides Monitoring visits 28,890
Pest Surveillance 10,522
Pest Specimen Submission 242
Demonstration Plots 6
Validation Plots 9
Med Fly Surveillance Visits 915
Papaya Ring spot Virus Surveillance 840
Ensign Scale Surveillance 1,439
Farmers Trained 3,826

Summary of Achievements



Marketing 
Extension 

Services
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These services were provided to facilitate the
scheduled and structured marketing of large
volumes of high quality fresh produce
within a competitive environment. Most

interventions were therefore directed at the
development and sustenance of an operational
framework within which farmers and demand centres
were able to function with a reasonable degree of

Activity Target Achievements
Marketing production and Training workshops 32 249
Movement of Fresh Produce 144 329
Group Training sessions 50 55 
Farmer Training Sessions 4 3
Production and Distribution of Training Materials 12 60
Formation and Strengthening of production/
marketing groups

1,200 1,322

Summary of Achievements

certainty and mutual trust. The marketing unit
offered leadership and training in the entire exercise in
an effort to minimize threats to production and trade.
This became an inescapable responsibility of the
marketing unit owing to its centrality in brokering
supply arrangements on behalf of farmers with
demand centres. These arrangements tend to
breakdown in instances where sensitive issues relating
to quality standards, payment terms, competition,
pricing and delivery schedules were not handled with
tact and expedition.

The unit therefore placed strong emphasis on farmer
training and the formation/strengthening of
production marketing groups with a view to
empowering them to become better managers of the
processe involved in the marketing of high quality
produce. Accordingly a series of training sessions were
conducted for all marketing groups in areas of cost of
production and profit calculation, production
scheduling, grading, packaging and quality standards.
One of the outcomes of these interventions was the
scheduled production and organized marketing of
2,579,175 Kg of fresh produce by the groups that
have trained. The output was sold mainly to the hotel
trade and had a value of $129M.



Land Husbandry

Sustainable agricultural production particularly
in watershed areas is constantly under threat
owing to inappropriate practices by farmers
and other stakeholders operating in these areas.

This programme through a series of integrated
interventions has had a measure of success in alerting
farmers about the consequences that their individual
and collective actions has had upon soil fertility and
livelihood preservation within these areas. 

Strong emphasis was placed upon information
dissemination by way of theoretical training sessions
and practical on farm demonstrations. In these
demonstrations the use of inexpensive but none-the-
less effective soil treatments were highlighted. The use
of simple measures such as check dams, individual
basins, grassed waterways; ally cropping, vegetative
barriers, stone barriers, minimum tillage, and planting
along contours were main features of the training
exercises.

The scopes of our interventions were somewhat
restricted because of budgetary constraints as only
$1.2 M was allocated during the period to support
this programme.
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Activity Achievements
Agronomic Methods
Vegetative barriers, Intercropping,
Cover and mulching

936 Ha

Structural Methods
Vegetative barriers, Intercropping,
Cover and mulching

125,212M

Soil Fertility Management
Vegetative barriers, Intercropping,
Cover and mulching

100 Ha

Farmer training sessions 249
No. of farmers trained 6,000

Summary of Achievements



Social Services  
Home Economics
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The Social Services/Home Economics Unit is
the arm of the extension delivery system that
works with the rural women, empowering
them to become better home managers and

income earners while enhancing family and community
life. 
Throughout the year the unit implemented a series of
targeted training and interventions which enabled rural
women and youths to  use their creative ideas and
talents   to address issues relating to their social,
financial, nutritional and health situations. Training
sessions were conducted within groups during which
the membership of 82 communities acquired
knowledge and enabling skills in the following areas
• Home management and resource utilization
• Home food production, preparation and

preservation
• Agro-processing
• Family Nutrition
• Art and craft

• Child development and family life
• Budgeting and money management
• Prevention and management of chronic non-

communicable diseases
• Small business management
• Inter-personal relationship and team building

Activity Achievements
No. of groups serviced 84
Group Training sessions 938
Attendance 10,299
Home visits 993
Establishment of small livestock
enterprise 2

Home gardens established 196
Food Promotion exhibitions 96
Support to Income Generating
Micro-enterprises 22

Development of New Products
from Agricultural 3

Consumer education fora 41

Summary of Achievements



• Twickenham Industry
Expansion of the physical plant was completed
during the year and six new stoves were purchased to
allow for an increase in production, to satisfy increase
demand for products. This investment in the
development of the physical facility is projected to
achieve a near 50% increase in both out put and
revenue in the next financial year.

• Belfast Tamarind Sauce Project Construction work
on the building, to house the tamarind sauce
production activities, was approximately 90%
completed during the period. On completion, the
product will be manufactured for commercial
distribution. The new tamarind sauce forms a part of
the development of value-added and enterprise
development activities..

Impact of progranmme activities
Some important outcomes of interventions under the
programme were 

• Development of community and own account
income generating enterprises

• Strengthening of the family as a cohesive and
productive unit

• Provision of additional outlets for the utilization
of indigenous raw materials

• Creation of employment opportunities within
rural communities thus reducing rural/urban
migration 
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Income Generating Enterprises
The major income generating enterprises supported by the Unit performed with
varying degrees of success over the period: details are as follows:

Enterprises
No. of Persons

Directly
Employed

Quantity of
Raw Materials 

Used kg.

Main
Products

Value of
Products

$

Twickenham Industries 22
236,313
Cassava

Bammies,
Pancake mix,
Fruit syrups

9,561,482

Flower Hill Cooperative
Society

10
68,320 
Cassava

Bammies 4,649,655

Hanover Chips 3
8,282  

Root crops
Chips 893,250 

Lime Tree Gardens
Industry

10
12,385 
Peanuts

Peanut
products

2,368.625

Sues Cottage Industry 6
21 tins 

Tamarind
Tamarind

balls
12,768

Summary of Achievements



National Youth in
Agriculture/School
Agriculture Programme
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This programme was initiated by the
Authority to re-kindle interest in agriculture
within schools. The following were the main
objectives:

1. To reintroduce and revitalize the teaching of
agriculture in schools

2. To introduce students to the practical and
business aspects of agriculture

3. To supply a portion of the nutritional needs of
those schools having a school feeding program

4. To create an awareness amongst students about
the importance of agriculture to the Jamaican
economy.

The programme has assisted seventy schools with loans
and grants to assist them to become engaged in an

agricultural enterprise of their own choosing. These
loans/grants have been used to upgrade or establish
school farms for both tutorial and commercial
purposes. The Authority’s extension officers worked
collaboratively with agricultural teachers within
participating schools to ensure the promotion of good
agricultural practices on school farms. Nine of these
schools were awarded prizes during the World Food
Day celebrations sponsored by the FAO. Sixteen
schools are scheduled to receive further assistance in
grow box and hydroponics production funded by the
FAO Telefood Project. Twenty-two other schools are
slated to receive assistance under the Development
Bank of Jamaica Adopt a school Project. The Authority
has been approached to offer technical guidance to
these schools in  chicken rearing, greenhouse
technology and other areas. 



The Authority has made regular use of public
displays to expand its coverage and
outreach. The use of parish level office
open days and national level exhibitions to

promote the Authority’s range of services to mass
audiences have been quite successful in terms of public
participation, level of interest, queries, and feedback.
The Authority also plays a central role in the planning
and staging of all major agricultural and educational

show within the island. These occasions are also used
to publicize the Authority’s range of services, highlight
trends and opportunities in agriculture, best practices,
inter-agency collaboration and to stimulate interest in
agriculture and related enterprises. 
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Agricultural 
Shows and Exhibition



Domestic Food
Crop Production
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Domestic food crop production for 2006
increased by 19.6% when compared with
that of 2005. Total production increased
from 391,707 tonnes in the earlier period

to 467,802.1 tonnes in the latter period



Inter-Agency
Collaboration

Close operational linkages were maintained
with a number of agencies involved with
agriculture and rural development. This
approach not only allowed for cost effective

delivery of services and the realization of synergies but
also gave the Authority access to additional resources –
human, physical, technical, informational and
financial. Without this level of functional cooperation,
performance under on-going programmes such as
farmer training, on-farm water management, social
services, home economic, land husbandry, marketing
extension, crop care, and ABIS would have been
further constrained.

The following were the leading sources from which
support was derived:
• International Institute for Cooperation in

Agriculture (IICA)
• Jamaica Bauxite Institute (JBI)
• Jamaica Agricultural Society (JAS)
• National Irrigation Commission (NIC)
• Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)
• The European Union (EU)
• United States Agency for International

Development (USAID)
• United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
• Sandals Group of Hotels

• Pesticides Control Authority (PCA)
• Agricultural Support Services Project (ASSP)
• Jamaica 4-H Club
• Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute (CFNI)
• Ministry of Agriculture Research & Development

and Plant Quarantine/Produce Inspection
Divisions 

• Christiana Potato Growers’ Cooperative 
Association (CPGCA)

• Caribbean Agricultural Research & Development
Institute (CARDI)

• University of the West Indies (UWI)
• Northern Caribbean University (NCU)
• North Carolina State University
• Pennsylvania State University
• Virginia Polytechnic & State University
• PROCICARIBE
• The Commonwealth of Learning (COL)
• Scientific Research Council (SRC)
• Jamaica Social Investment fund (JSIF)
• Food for the Poor
• Grace Agricultural Division
• Jamaica Business Development Centre (JBDC)
• Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN) 
• Water Resources Authority (WRA)
• The Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ)
• Ministry of Education
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Projects

22

Backyard Poultry Production
This project was funded by The Food and Agricultural
Organization (FAO) and targeted ten (10) female
headed households in the rural communities of
Brandon Hill and Mount Friendship both in St.
Andrew.  Each was supplied with a 200 capacity broiler
unit with storage and slaughtering facilities.  Training in
production, slaughtering and food safety was provided
for all participants.  At the end of the period under
review 11,604kg broiler meat was produced and sold in
community outlets.

Area Development Project
These projects facilitated the take-off of community
driven development proposals often in instances where
the beneficiaries were unable to mobilize the financial
resources needed to procure production inputs.  During
the review period the Authority allocated $4.3 Million
from its Capital Budget to facilitate the commencement
of twelve (12) such projects in eight (8) parishes to
benefit 295 farmers.  The projects included api-culture,
goat rearing, broiler production, pepper,  plantain and
yam production. These projects are all in their start up
pahses.

The Authority implements a range of projects funded from internal and
external sources.  These projects have impacted in a positive way  upon the
biological environment and the production and income generating
capabilities of farmers and other stakeholders Sustainable production is a

major emphasis of these projects  and consequently they embraced components that
focused upon capacity building, technology transfer, and the provision of high quality
inputs for crop, livestock and value added production.



Domestic Food Crop and 
Marketing Project
This project from its inception in 1998 targeted the production of a
selected group of crops which were determined by survey to have a
high local and export demand and for which there were regular
shortages.

Crops targeted: Negro yam, yellow yam, sweet potato, red coco,
tomato, hot peppers, escallion, plantain, dasheen and exotic vegetables.

Production support to farmers initially covered areas such as minor
irrigation, land preparation, planting materials, marketing information
and technology transfer but was expanded during the review period to
include protective agriculture.  The aim was to accelerate the spread of
this technology within the main farming districts.

In furtherance of this objective two (2) greenhouses were constructed
and another under construction.  These will double as demonstration
centers and commercial enterprises.  This intervention has already
begun to have a positive impact in term of farmer interest.  Several of
them particularly in St. Ann have begun to embrace the technology
and have commenced greenhouse construction on their farms from
their own resources.

Under achievement in some areas resulted from  untimely and
inadequate budgetary allocation.

Fruit Tree Crop Project 
This project was funded form the Authority’s Capital Budget and aims
to encourage the production of fruits in properly maintained orchards.
The intention is to increase the supply of fruits to levels that will
satisfy both the demand from processors and from the fresh market.
Although the project placed strong emphasis on new planting it also
has a tree rehabilitation component.  Under this component farmers
were trained through practical demonstrations to cut back over-grown
trees to manageable heights which will allow  for easier reaping and
more prolific bearing.  
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Activity Target Achievements
Crop establishment 120 ha. 61 ha.

Greenhouse Construction 3
Two (2)

constructed; one
(1) 75% complete.

Irrigation installation 100 Drip Systems 65 installed
No. of farmers trained 60 47
No. of farmers 1,100 1,050
Marketing workshops 8 8
Major agricultural shows 4 8

Budget approved    -         $14.034 M
Revised budget     -         $9.99 M
Allocation            -         $8.656 M  
Expenditure         -         $7.375 M

Summary of Achievements
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The project has been well publicized and has attracted
considerably more applicants than its budget for the review
period could accommodate. Sixty-one (61) farmers wishing to
establish 384 hectares had to be placed on a waiting list to be
addressed during the coming year.

Achievements
Farmers were assisted with plants, fertilizer, chemicals and
technical advise. 
Types of plants: ackee, avocado, breadfruit, cashew, guava,
guinep, jackfruit, june plum, mango, naseberry, nutmeg,
otaheite apple, soursop and tamarind.

Jamaica Bauxite Institute (JBI) 
Funded Project 
The Authority has been the implementing agency for the
Jamaica Bauxite Institute funded agricultural projects. The
main aim of these projects is livelihood preservation
particularly for those farmers who have been affected in one
way or another by mining operations. The Authority working
closely with Bauxite Community Councils has over the years
developed a range of projects in crop, livestock and value
added production. Several million dollars have been spent on
production and training for thousands of farmers and related
interest in the affected communities.  Most interventions were
directed at stakeholders operating within Essex Valley in St.
Elizabeth, Mocho, Mitchell Town and  Sandy Bay in
Clarendon, Bodles and Ewarton in St. Catherine, Faiths Pen,
Walkerswood, Rio Hoe and Discovery Bay in St. Ann and the
Manchester Plateau.  Thousands of farmers in these areas were
assisted with material inputs- seeds, livestock, bee colonies,
fertilizer, chemicals, tractor service and technical advice that
enable them to become to become profitable engage in an
enterprise of their choice.

Agri-Business Information 
System (ABIS)
RADA continues the task of developing the Agri-Business
Information System (ABIS) which when completed will
facilitate the processing of data on stakeholders and their
activities, be a repository of technical information, assist
stakeholders to buy and sell produce and forecast key

Activity Target Achievements
Seedlings distributed 35,000 26,098
Hectares established 180 102
Training sessions 20 32
No. of farmers trained 800 704
Demonstration plots 12 5
Trees resuscitated 300 265

Budget approved      -    $17.158M
Allocation               -    $9.872M 

Summary of Achievements
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agricultural variables. It will function to boost capacity and
competitiveness while simultaneously measuring performance.

Farmer Registration
The Authority has embarked upon a national farmer registration
program in an effort to provide ABIS with an up-to-date register of all
farmers. This exercise has three basic components data gathering, data
entry, and data verification. To date over 90,000 farmers have been
registered in ABIS. The registration of all farmers wills continue.

Inputs distributed: planting materials, fertilizer, pesticides, spraying
equipment, small tools, water tanks, fishing equipment, broiler chicks
and other small livestock, medication, bee rearing supplies among
other inputs and animal feed. These programmes also have an
infrastructural component, which allowed for repairs to be carried out
on a few roads.

Social and Economic Support/ Production
Incentive Programmes
Under the crop and livestock components of these programmes the
operational efficiency and income generating capabilities of farmers
were enhanced through the provision of technical advice together with
critical production inputs. 
During the period under review the Authority expended a total of
47.2M in the implementation and completion various agricultural
development sub-projects across the island. These specific and targeted
interventions made by the Authority in the various rural communities
directly affected and benefited over some 10,000 farmers.

Inputs distributed: planting materials, fertilizer, pesticides, spraying
equipment, small tools, water tanks, fishing equipment, broiler chicks
and other small livestock, medication, bee rearing supplies among
other inputs and animal feed. These programmes also have an
infrastructural component, which allowed for repairs to be carried out
on a few roads. 



Staff Training
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Various categories of staff benefited from
development training covering a wide range
of disciplines specially chosen to enhance
their delivery capabilities. 

All field officers were exposed to training, chiefly in
areas of plant health, where funding support was most
forthcoming. This involved various pests including lime
swallowtail butterfly recognition and management,
surveillance for West Indian Fruitfly, general pest
recognition, as well as application of a new Crop Care
reporting format. Other areas of training included
emergency response to avian influenza and a
stakeholder analysis in Life-long Learning for Farmers
(L3F) system. The L3F system brings farming
communities, financing institutions, markets and
technical support entities together, in a coordinated
collaborative system for enhanced productivity, earnings
and sustained rural development. 

One hundred forty three officers were trained in the
listed topics. Funding for the entire exercise was from
the Government of Jamaica, USAID and the IDB-
funded Agricultural Support Services Project (ASSP).







Training

Social and Economic Support/
Production Incentive Programmes

Crop Care
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

To the Board of 
Rural Agricultural Development Authority

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the financial statements of the Rural Agricultural Development Authority set out on pages 3 to
21 which comprise the balance sheet as at 31 March 2007, and the statements of income, changes in equity and
cash flows for the year then ended and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance
with International Financial Reporting Standards and the Jamaican Rural Agricultural Development Authority Act
1990. This responsibility includes: designing, implementing and maintaining internal controls relevant to the
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material  misstatement, whether due to
fraud or error; selecting and consistently applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting
estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our
audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those standards  require that we comply with ethical
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable  assurance  about whether the financial
statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the assessment of the
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk
assessments, the auditors consider internal controls relevant to the Authority's preparation and fair presentation of
the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for
the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal controls. An audit also includes
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit
opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, proper accounting records have been kept and the financial statements which are in agreement
therewith give a true and fair view of the Authority’s financial position as at 31 March 2007, and of its financial
performance, changes in equity and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with International Financial
Reporting Standards and comply with the provisions of the Jamaican Rural Agricultural Development Authority
Act 1990.

Chartered Accountants
15 October 2008


















































